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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, TU, GR 

SUBJECT: AEGEAN CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE 

1 . TURKISH AMBASSADOR ESENBEL SAW UNDER SECRETARY HABIB 
UNDER INSTRUCTIONS AUGUST 1 1 TO PRESENT THE TURKISH POSI- 
TION RE THE AEGEAN DISPUTE PRIOR TO UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 200335 

(UNSC) DELIBERATION ON THE SUBJECT. ESENBEL REVIEWED THE 
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HISTORY OF GREEK AND TURKISH RESEARCH VOYAGES IN THE AEGEAN 
NOTING THAT WHILE THE TURKS DID NOT PROTEST GREEK OPERATIONS 
EVEN WHEN CLOSE TO IZMIR, THE GREEKS HAVE PERSISTED IN 
THEIR CAMPAIGN TO ESTABLISH THE AEGEAN AS A "GREEK LAKE." 

2. ESENBEL EMPHASIZED THAT THE GREEKS WERE UNJUSTIFIED IN 
CLAIMING THAT SISMIK OPERATIONS WERE A THREAT TO THE PEACE 
AND THEREFORE SHOULD BE TAKEN UP BY THE UNSC. THE SISMIK 
IS A SMALL, UNARMED VESSEL UNACCOMPANIED BY TURKISH WAR- 
SHIPS, HE SAID, THERE WOULD BE THREAT TO WORLD PEACE ONLY 
IF THE GREEKS ACT AGAINST THE SISMIK.THEREBY PROVOKING 
CERTAIN TURKISH RETALIATION. THE GREEKS HAD ALREADY ACTED 
PROVOCATIVELY BY SENDING LOW FLYING AIRCRAFT OVER THE 
SISMIK AND SHADOWING THE VESSEL WITH GREEK NAVAL SHIPS. 

3. ESENBEL NOTED THAT THE TURKS HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT THE 
ACTIVITIES OF THE SISMIK DO NOT IN ANY WAY ESTABLISH FAIT 

ACCOMPLI WHICH WOULD PREJUDICE THE LEGAL POSITION OF 
EITHER SIDE. UNTIL THE TWO SIDES SIT DOWN AND NEGOTIATE 
A LEGAL SETTLEMENT DELIMITING THE AEGEAN CONTINENTAL SHELF, 
THE TURKS BELIEVE THAT EXPLORATION OF THE SHELF OUTSIDE 
OF TERRITORIAL WATERS CAN BE CARRIED OUT BY EITHER PARTY. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, HE SAID, THE GREEK CLAIM THAT THE 
VOYAGES OF THE SISMIK VIOLATED INTERNATIONAL LAW BECAUSE 
THE SHIP WAS OPERATING OVER THE GREEK CONTINENTAL SHELF 
IMPLIES THAT THE ENTIRE CONTINENTAL SHELF IN THE AEGEAN 
IS GREEK. IN THAT CASE, HE SAID, THERE WOULD BE NO NEED 
TO NEGOTIATE AND NO DISPUTE. ESENBEL DESCRIBED THE GREEK 
POSITION AS "ILLOGICAL, ABSURD AND UNACCEPTABLE" AND 
STATED THAT THE TURKISH OPERATIONS MUST CONTINUE. 

4. ESENBEL SUGGESTED THAT THE GREEKS MAY PLAN TO ATTEMPT 
TO ESTABLISH A LINKAGE IN THE UNSC RESOLUTION TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ). THE TURKS DO NOT 
ACCEPT THE PRINCIPLE THAT EVERY ICJ DECISION SHOULD BE 
BINDING ON TURKEY UNLESS TURKEY GOES BEFORE THE ICJ SEEKING 
AN OPINION. ESENBEL ALSO NOTED THAT TURKEY IS NOT A 
SIGNATORY TO THE 1958 CONTINENTAL SHELF CONVENTION WHICH 
THE GREEKS HAVE OFTEN CITED. 
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5. ESENBEL SAID THAT THE GOT DESIRED THE MEMBERS OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL, PARTICULARLY THE US, TO TAKE COGNIZANCE 
OF TURKISH VIEWS AND NOT LET THEMSELVES BE USED BY THE 
GREEKS AND NOT TO SUPPORT GREEK CLAIMS ON THIS ISSUE. 

THE GOT, HE SAID, DOES NOT BELIEVE THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
IS A PROPER FORUM TO DETERMINE THE DELIMITATION OF THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF OR TO GIVE AN OPINION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
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SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION. 

6. HABIB REVIEWED THE CONTINUING CONTACTS WE HAD PURSUED 
WITH BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH GOVERNMENTS URGING RE- 
STRAINT AND SETTLEMENT OF THE DISPUTE BY NEGOTIATION. 

HE NOTED THAT NEITHER SIDE HAD REJECTED THE IDEA OF BI 
LATERAL NEGOTIATIONS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT WE WOULD, AS 
IS OUR USUAL PRACTICE, AWAIT THE PRESENTATIONS OF EACH 
OF THE TWO PARTIES AND THEN DETERMINE WHAT OUR POSITION 
SHOULD BE. WE WOULD EXPECT A UNSC RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE 
USE OF FORCE. BEYOND THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO DETERMINE 
AT THIS TIME WHAT THE RESOLUTION WOULD RECOMMEND; HOWEVER, 

WE WOULD BE KEEPING IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT ON THIS MATTER. KISSINGER 
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